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Book Reviews

Gokhale finds Kipling's landscapes oscillate between exotic beauty

and inhuman bleakness, and his Indian characters also "suffer from the
same polarity" (p. 81). In any case they rarely escape being stereotypes.
Kipling's British characters are a different matter. Unfortunately in
Gokhale's account we do not quite get to smell the pungency of Kipling's
depictions of the lower orders of British society in India - those characters on whose account Oscar Wilde once said of Kipling that he "knew vulgarity better than anyone has ever known it" (p. 97). We do get to see the
alienating self-constructions of the English as the ruling race; and in Kim
we see Kipling's final, compensatory and nostalgic desire to cross the
racial divide.
In A Passage to India Forster shows us, not heroism and self-sacrifice
among the British ruling class in India, but their obverse: obtuseness,
philistinism and arrogance. Forster's Indian characters also have a "pasteboard quality" (p. 136). Mrs. Moore's sentimental impulses present to
British and Indian characters an invitation to social intercourse, and those
who become involved with her are led, somewhat mysteriously, to their
own undoing. To Gokhale the central figure of this action is "primeval
India," symbolically represented in the Malabar Hills and caves (pp. 132-35).
Hills, caves, and "primeval India" herself in turn symbolize an elemental
nihilism in which "everything exists, nothing has value" (A Passage to India,
p. 134). How European is this nihilism? In any case anxiety about it seems
little related to British anxiety about Gandhi and Swaraj, despite
Gokhale's historical background.

To Gokhale, Paul Scott's Raj Quartet examines four kinds of social
divisions and their associated conflicts. Again the first is race, explored

through the rape of Daphne Manners. The second is class conflict within
British society in India. The third is conflict between the generations with
regard to Independence, explored through the characters of the Layton
and Kasim families. The last is the violent conflict between Hindus and

Muslims antecedent to Partition. The pressure from home to "write
[India] off as a wasted asset" is very clear. So, too, is the profound and
associated change observed by Guy Perron: Abandoning India "will be
like getting rid of what is no longer reflected in our mirror of ourselves"

(Division of the Spoils, pp. 183, 184).
The best part of Gokhale's book is a chapter on "The World of AngloIndia," which describes in fine detail British life in stations, towns and
cities. Elsewhere imprecise language, mixed metaphors and cliches mar
his writing: must Gandhi again be called a "gentle colossus" (p. 23)?
Editorial lapses also are frequent: Bangladesh is referred to as East
Pakistan, for example (p. 104), and Kipling's "fluttered folk and wild" is

changed incomprehensibly to "feathered folk" (p. 14).
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